Now that Labor Day is
behind us, we join the rest of the
world around us with a return to
“normal” schedules for worship,
Christian Formation, and various
parish groups, ministries, and
activities. This year we are jumping right in witte
Church picnic on September 13 and the visit of
Bishop Jeffrey Lee on September 20. | hope that g
of you will make the effort to be present at bdta t
picnic and the liturgy of baptism, confirmation and
reception into The Episcopal Church with Bishop
Lee.

It is not unusual that attendance shouldafll
somewhat during the summer, since people are
taking vacations away from town. But right now, |
am very concerned both about numbers and about
attitude towards Sunday worship. The Episcopal
Church [TEC] is statistically declining in numbers
due to death, departures to other Churches or to
none, or to schism away from her. Numerically
small in this country, we continue to shrink. We
have a lot to commend our way of Christian life ang
community: our openness, our reformed catholic
faith, the centrality of the Word of God and
Sacraments, our smaller communities of faith, and
our lack of rigidity on many issues. We value our
sources of faith, Holy Scripture, Tradition, and
Reason. But we seem to translate our lack of
rigidity and our openness to mean a casual attitudg
towards our practice of the faith when it comes to
worship.

Unlike our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters
we do not say that deliberating missing the
Eucharist on Sunday is a mortal sin. We just point
out that the commandment of God is clear:
“Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy.” Ang
the way that Christians have understood that
commandment as applying to us is that the Christig
Sabbath is the First Day of the Week, Sunday, the
day on which Jesus Christ rose from the dead. Wg
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are to worship as our way to keep the Sabbath holy.

And worship means corporate prayer and
sacramental sharing. It doesn’'t mean that | stay a
home, or “worship” on the golf course, in the
woods, on the lake, at Starbucks, or what have you.
It means that | make the effort to come to worship
my Lord and God as he has commanded me to do,
and that in love | overcome my reluctance, my
lethargy, my selfishness, my upset with the Church,
with the priest, with other parishioners, with my
family, my friends, myself, with the world situatip
and get myself to where | am needed. Yes, needed!
We need one another to be present for worship,
because the faith of each one builds up the fdith o
the rest. The awareness that my sin weakens the
rest of the Body of Christ is brought clearly into
focus when we are together in worship and
confessing our sins. And the awareness that the
Church is truly that Body of Christ is manifested a
we approach and receive Holy Communion
together, as we say, “Amen” to the priest saying,
“The Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven” and to
the LEM saying, “The Blood of Christ, the Cup of
Salvation.” “Amen” means, “So be it”, “May it be
so”, “l agree”. If we say that “Amen”, then we
accept that we are what we have received and have
to continue to grow into Christlikeness daily by
God’s grace. No body is whole without all its gart
the Church is Christ’'s body. When parts are
missing, it is not whole.

If you are one of the people who thinks that,
since you are carrying out a special ministry dyirin
Sundays in the greater portion of the year, that yo
get a pass to be on vacation during the three rsonth
of summer, you need to go back to the
commandment |

mentioned above. To Rect_or S
take a vacation from  Ramblings
worship is a spiritually .
unhealthy attitude. / —.\'\\\
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(continued on page 2)
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Rector's

Ramblings (continued from page 1)
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/;%3: It is telling the Lord that he
Q doesn’t matter as much as you

yourself do; it is telling the rest

of the community of faith here at Calvary that we
do not matter to you, and that you do not matter to
us.
And we give our young people the idea that all we
teach them and encourage them to learn and to
know about their faith, and the profession of dtth
they make in Confirmation, is just words devoid of
passion and meaning.

There are those who must work on Sunday
or be without a job. There are those who arerill o
who are incapable of making it to church on a
Sunday. There are those who plan on coming but
an emergency comes up and they can’t make it. B
there are those who treat worship and coming to
church like any other activity that they can take o
leave, and that it doesn’t really matter, becabsg t
have convinced themselves that God doesn’t care
whether they come to church or not, as long as the
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believe. | can’t speak for God, but why would ¥su
emphasize the importance of fulfilling all the
commandments, and why was he faithful in his
earthly ministry to regular participation in théeliof
faith of the People of God if being together with
fellow believers wasn’t important, or if God didn’t
care?

To those who are regularly faithful to
worship, thank you for taking your call to be the
worshiping community seriously. To those who
can’t make it on a given Sunday but who manage to
come to one of the weekday services, thank you for
making that extra effort to worship. To those who
may be among those who have taken a vacation
from worship over the summer, or for a longer
period of time, why don’t you start back afresh and
let the Lord into your life more deeply, so that he
can teach you the importance of worshiping with
the rest of us, weekly, for the glory of God’s Name
and the salvation of our souls.

Thanks for your attention and time,

Fr. Mike+

FOR THE PEOPLE’S LOSS
by Christopher Kuhl

| was seven when

John Kennedy was assassinated,
twelve when peaceful

Bobby was gunned down in

a restaurant kitchen. | was not

Catholic, and |

didn’t entirely understand
the magnitude of the loss.
| remember Jackie

in widow's vell,

John Jr. saluting

the hearse drawn by
horses and caisson. | was
moved, but too young

to weep.

But now

I'm fifty-three,

and Ted Kennedy, youngest
of the brothers, has died

of inoperable brain cancer,
died in the wind-creased night,

and watching his funeral,

| am old enough now, lost

in the mysteries of life and death,
to mourn, to weep

as the rain pours down in Boston.

He was not my father,

but | felt the magic and grace

of all the Kennedys did

as private and public men, citizens
of a nation they taught me to love.

God, grace us all in our loss;

let us remember the truth of

the Resurrection, the transformation
that Teddy worked on the life

of this country and all its people.

Agnus Dei, dona nobis pacem.



In case of HEAVY RAIN,

the picnic moves back to
Calvary. Otherwise... we'll
see you at the bear cage!
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Our next Saturday Kids’ Program will be on September 26,
and will always be the 4™ Saturday of the month.

Tuesday, September 29 — 7 pm — Women'’s Group _ —Will begin
a new book entitled “Sailing the Wine-Dark Sea: Why the

Greeks Matter”, by Thomas Cahill. All Calvary women are
welcome!
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Stewardship Corner — Fall, 2009
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Wreath and Roping Sale(yes,Wreath
and Roping Sald) Needs Coordinator

We are in need of someone to coordinate the pHysica
part of our Annual Wreath and Roping Sale — making
sure the garage is ready, meeting the supplierdrete
taking delivery of the product a few days before
Thanksgiving, and making sure there is someone here
to haul out and put away the wreaths before aredt aft
each day’s sale. The sale is Thanksgiving weekend
and the weekend after. Everything else — publicity,
advance orders, sign-ups for volunteers to work the
sale —is under controBut we can’'t have the sale
unless someone comes forward to do this tdsiou

are willing and able to handle this, please callriea
Stephans. Thank you.




Your Holiday Decorating Can
Help Local Social Ministry Agencies!

Calvary Episcopal Church
Annual Wreath & Roping Sale
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Don’t forget our fund raising program though Chili’ s restaurant in
Batavia. Vouchers can be found on the table outside thectihoffice. The
voucher is good Mondays through Thursdays througfiolé2r, and you may
use it for both dining in and carryout orders. \Wlyeu use the voucher,
10% of your bill (excluding tax) comes back to Gal There are

additional copies of the voucher on the table detsihe office, and it can also be downloaded

from our website. Please pass them out to yoendtis and relatives. They are only good at

the Batavia Chili’'s (on Randall Rd.), and MAY NOE Hdistributed in the

restaurant or parking lot — doing so will termin#ite program and

we will lose any donations earned. Please thinkhafi's when

eating out, so we can take full advantage of thrsegous program.

Be sure to thank the management, too!

Thanks to Cindy and Jim Van De Veire, our new Paris h
Directory is completed. If you would like a copy, please help
yourself — they are on the table in the Memorial Ha  |l. THANK
YOU, CINDY AND JIM, for all your time and hard work in
getting this project done!

NOTE: PLEASE ADD THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES TO THE B USINESS
DIRECTORY FOUND IN THE MIDDLE OF THE CHURCH DIRECTORY. THERE
ARE BLANK PAGES FOR NOTES AT THE BACK OF THE DIRECT ORY.

AUTO SALES L
Joyce Hoelscher, sales and leasing
Lexus of Naperville

2480 Aurora Ave., Naperville 60540
630-717-1578

CARPENTRY & PAINTING ‘
Mark Vogtmann, owner Cho

Tri-City Wall Covering
office: 630-701-2661 dlrec:"ory
cell: ~ 630-702-9082

tricitywallcovering@comcast.net UP a“' e

We’'d like to announce ouray Delegates in the forthcoming Convention Leslie
Camargo, Wynette Edwards, and Hannah Volk.; andAiarnate Lay Delegates
Patricia Coleman, Edward Runner, and Erik Turner.



Friday, November 27, 9am. —3 p.m.

(the day after Thanksgiving — in conjunction witle twreath sale)

- Tables are available for crafters or other vendoost is $35
each, plus donation of a raffle item. Contact i@&tephans
for an application, for yourself or another busspsrson.

- We would like to have a table of crafts made byrchu
members to sell. Please start working on them aow,let
Laurie know if you are interested in working onftsdere at
church with other crafters. That would be fun AID a good
cause!

- We will be selling baked goods, so all you greddns, start
thinking about what fantastic goodies you can make!

- Volunteer sign-up sheets will be up later this.faplease
watch for them (oh yeah, and sign them, too!).

- Flyers will be available in October to promote #gwent —
please think of where you can hang them!



CALVARY CONTACTS
Calvary Episcopal Church
222 South Batavia Avenue, Batavia, IL 60510
Phone: 630-879-3378 Fax: 630-879-3593

E-mail: calvaryepiscopal@sbcglobal.net

Church Web Site: www.Calvary-Episcopal.org

Our Reqular Worship Schedule:

Sunday — Holy Eucharist - 8:00 & 10:15 a.m.
Tuesday — Holy Eucharist — 7 a.m.
Wednesday — Holy Eucharist w/Healing Rite — 9:30.a.

Thursday — Holy Eucharist w/Healing Rite — 5pibn.
Father Mike also celebrates a Eucharist at the Hlaldheach Thursday at 1 p.in.

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL EACH SUNDAY:

9:30 a.m. -- Susan and the students come into: 8t 9
worship at the time of the Eucharist

Send items for our periodic Church Newsletter, Calvary Windows,
and its weekly update, A Peek in the Window, to:

calvarywindows@agmail.com

Or mail, e-mail, drop off, or fax them to the Church Office.

Our next newsletter will be published for Thanksgiving and Advent.
Deadline for submissions: November 15, 2009



Honoring Our g2z
Police and ¢
Firefighters

Save the Date: Sunday, October 4
We will have a special community event to honor
Batavia’s Police Officers and Firefighters.
Time & other details coming soon!

Calvary Episcopal Church
222 South Batavia Avenue
Batavia, lllinois 60510



